Georgia’s Annual Waterway Cleanup

Sponsored by:

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources’
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream Program

The Georgia Department of Community Affairs’
Keep Georgia Beautiful Program



What is Rivers Alive?

 Rivers Alive Is a volunteer
cleanup event that targets
all waterways in the State
of Georgia including
streams, rivers, lakes,
beaches and wetlands.

* Rivers Alive is held
annually each October In
every Georgia River
Basin.




Rivers Alive Mission

The mission of Rivers Alive IS to create
awareness of and involvement in the
preservation of Georgia’s water

resources through waterway cleanups.
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Why should you get involved?

Georgia has 70,150 miles
of streams and rivers that
need your help!

The waterways provide us
with drinking water,
recreational opportunities
and a pleasant respite from
our busy day to day lives.
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Cleanups Across the State

T

The number of counties
with cleanup events for
2005 was 94 with 7
being in AL & SC




Cleanup in 2005

-+ As the number of counties
Involved increased so did the
number of individual events

Keeping it clean

Groups come together to help protect area rive

Iy Mike Rieman Sweetwater Creek,” said Greg Martin, chairper-
iouglas Neighbor Naws Editor son for Environmental issues for the BéllSouth
Georgia Pioneers, “Last year on one of the
Johnny Barron has seen Anneewakee Creek  banks, we found something that looked like a

flled with all sorts of items, Last year, he said,. car door. Predominantly what we find are bot- -
ome of the more memorable items included a  tes, though.” i =
hopping cart, car tires and a bicycle. Last year, Martin said the pioneers cleaned
Barron, a storm water project engineer with up close to nine miles along the I
he Douglas County Water and Sewer Authority, river.
Cahill said he is grateful

jecame involved with the Rivers Alive river
leanup three years ago. Barron, along with Boy
icouts of Americd Troop 745 and the Church of
atter Day Saits Douglasville Ward, will tend

o not only Anneewakee Creek but Slater Mill
ireek as well on Oct. 25.

“We became involved with the river cleanup
(fier receiving a hewsletter from the Georgia
\dopt-a-Stream Folks. Although we -
1aven't adopted a'stream yet, we
1ave been participating in the
Heanup for three years,” Barron
fad

Sweetwater Creek
jtate Park Naturalist
Jon Scarbrough jr.,
llong with the help
»f Friends of Sweet-
water Creek State
2ark President Bill
Zahill, will lead.

to have groups like the pio-
neers to help clean the

2005

e 2,919 miles of waterways
were cleaned

rk.
“We have varigus
organizations that
help out,” said
Cahill. “I think it is
very important
that people get
outand takea
took at [all the
trash]. The river
cleanup allows peo-
ple across the state
to see all the trash
that is thrown
out.”

Interest- - - A S
ing Don Scarbrough Jr. looks for trash s

cigarette butts along Sweetwater Cr(

objects
N, Cahill
said ' he has found in or around the river aver
years include a fire extinguisher, a boat, P .
D e Group Participation
interesting however, he said was a dress
had all the drawers and clothes still insit

“1t's just amazing what you can find,"
said.

mother crew of vol-
1nteers, who along
wvith the BellSouth
Seorgia Pioneers, will
1elp clean up Sweetwa-
er Creek. |

James Hembree, a giound superinten

the University of West Georgia and conu 1 80
chairman for Boy Scout Pack 800 and Be
Troop 900 helped coordinate a cleanup | 1 60 -

will take place at Dog River Oct. 18. \/

“This is the first time Dog River has b

earmarked for a cleanup under the Rive

Across metro Atlanta, the Clean Wate
paign has coordinated more than 20 strc

cleanups throughout October. The even
part of the statewide Rivers Alive progra

every Octaber to heighten awareness ab
water pollution and the importance of ¢
streams and waterways. More than 800

campaign,” Hembree said. “Dog River is

and dear to me. My dad grew up in the

streams are polluted in the 10-county Al 40

region,

Number of Groups

River basin and I grew up going swimmi
. For more information about local rivi 2 0
Ben Crawford/Stafl  ¢leanups contact Johnny Barton at (770 / ~

Dog River. We are fortinate to have a be
river in our backyard and we need to pre
s
From left, Tim Dotson, Cub master of Pack 745 and 746, Jimmy Anderson, Cubscout pack 3835, Bill Cahill ai (770} 942-2555, Greg
240, Noah Dotson, Cubscout pack 240 and Johnny Barron stand in a creek along Beaver  at (404) 927-7023 or James Hembree at ( 0
Street that is filled with trash including a number of grocery carts and car tires. 836-6576.
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Volunteer Participation

24,595 volunteers contributed a total of
137,727 hours of work cleaning
Georgia’s waterways.

4-H holds annual river clean-up

The Oconee River offers
recreational epportunities
far & lot of Wheeler Cannty
citizens. A hard working
group af Wheeler County 4-
H members and leaders
were at the river Monday,
Cclober Bh taking part in
the twnlith annual Geargla
Rivers  Alwe  Clean-Up
Project. They visited the
baat ramp area on Hwy, 46
ta pick up bottles, cans,
broken glass, old nets,
paper,  plastsc,  metal,
Styrafoam, aluminum cans
and ather types of 5

The group alsn found
unusual ftems  such as
fence posts, rubber tises

and the trunk Ud of & car,
The Whesler County 4-H
group 1s just one of the
iy environmentally
friendly groups from ol
ncross Georgla who have
banled ogeihier 1 clean up
Georgla's wolerways and
rivers. Rivers thal. were
cleaned  included  the
Oconee. Flint. Ocmulgee,
Altamaha,  Chattahooche.
Coosa, Savannah and the
Suwanee,

The pasticlpants i the
Rivers  Alive  Clean-Up
recetved o spectal Lshirt in
appreciation of thelr efforts.
The Wheeler County d-H
group is listed on the shirt

4-H members cleaning up their environmant.

along with the many other M group yickded 15 large
froups wha teok pard in the bags of litter and nuncrous
ellerl. othor large trash ltems.

The local 4-H partiei- Every pecsen who parti.
pants  were:  Ashley pated pieked up M Jeast ane
Hampton, Cody Thomas. full trash bag ThiS is the
Nikki  Ennis,  Ricky twellth consecutive year
Weslberry, Tl Johnson, that a 4-H group from
Hannali Therion, Brittany Wheelor County has partic-
Malott,  Lerl  Tribble. pated in the Rever Clean.Up.
Miranda Grifin, Comatance The 4-H ehubs 1o Wheeler
Griffin, Kita Hodge, Miran  County carry ol sevesal
Brown, Asher Smith and 4. communlly Service projects
H  Program  Assistant, every year, For mxre infor-
Reglia Mereer. The group mation  about  Wheeler
was led i (Bls commmity County 4-H contact your
service project by county local County  Extension

Extension coordinator. Mike Office at (912) 568-7138 or
Hayes. e-mail us a
Tuesday's effort by the 4-  ugedI0Riuga.edi,

—

Number of Volunteers

Volunteer Participation
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Garbage Collected

684,341 Ibs of garbage
were collected

Poundage

Pounds of Garbage Collected by Volunteers
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Rivers Alive!

Trash begone

RS FISHTERMEN DR THE
FLINT RIVER fishing in the Gray
:J!rmnlu‘: e s Tom -
] imiee nbrid)
ROTC members Muchael Mi .ll.u u.d
lan Edge deaning shoag the sdgen of

the waterway Satusilay fie Rivers
Alive. (h-ngmrm ity

werr swesdand gear issed o olf who
participated b tho clean up.

# ABOVE—ROLLING ON THE RIVER MEANT morc
i warer S . ROTC wolunteer
L Lol e b Bt o Fivere Al bous
basin ite g e of the water and an siry land. Edge was
wne af moe than 160 whanteen from 24 Sifforent organ-
isioes cing 1l wp Decarur Cou

* NELOW. OUTS FROM TROOP WJ \l’“nJ"]
HARY it the wouds slong the Fling River Joca
CRkiCity Ctiprety sl Fassevessad 1ot yt feed
botles, tires sl rasted meral T lendes Lee Gireene
g nen will he buck'so finidh the jobi
Piceured from left e Dane Culverson, fohn ‘hll'y wnad

B.). Gaee.



2005 Sponsors

12 state sponsors donated over $50,000

GEORGIAA

PO‘WER The Ocean Y

Cnnservancy

Kadak Polyenroms Graphics

MeadWestvaco A SubsicRary of Fadsk
lethorpelFo m
m oy rpeTawEr Plum Creek




Advisory Board

Members include:

Georgia Adopt-A-Stream+Keep Georgia Beautiful
and Affiliates¢Clean Coast, Inc.*Clean Water
Campaign*The Coca-Cola Company¢Columbus
WaterworkseGeorgia Land Trust®Georgia
Powere¢Georgia River Network+Georgia
Wilderness Society+ International PapereKeep
Columbus Beautiful* Macon Water Authority ¢
MeadWestvaco¢National Park Service —
Chattahoochee National Recreation Area+
Ogeechee-Canoochee Riverkeepere Oxbow
Meadows Environmental Learning Center+¢Plum
Creek Timber




How can you get involved?

 Visit our website at www.riversalive.org

* For more information, you can contact:
Mitch Russell, Rivers Alive Coordinator,
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream
Phone: (404) 362.6536

Email: mitch russell@dnr.state.ga.us
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Organizing A Waterway
Cleanup

Getting Started

The Event Day

Follow Up

Incorporating Education Into Rivers Alive



Getting Started

Organize a Planning Committee
Site Selection

Register Cleanup

Secure Supplies and Support



Getting Started

Publicize Event

Recruit and Coordinate Volunteers to
Manage Event

Plan the Day — Group Activity
Arrange Trash Pickup and Recycling



Day of Event

Sign In/Registration/Liability
Introduce Waterway and Site
Importance of Recording Data
Safety Talk

Collect Trash

Record Data

Weigh Trash



Follow Up

e Submit Forms

 Evaluate Effort

o Submit Application for Outstanding Waterway
Awards



Make Education Part of
Rivers Alive

School and Scout Groups
Garden Clubs and Civic Organizations
General Public

Form Partnerships



THANK YOU!

The Rivers Alive Advisory Board appreciates
your hard work n keeping Georgia’s
Waterways clean!
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